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 Isaiah 40:3 says “A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way 
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  Every val-
ley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven 
ground shall become level, and the rough places a plan. Then the glory of 
the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 It’s time … we, the church, are called to prepare the way of the Lord.  
These weeks of Advent give us an opportunity to remember our past and to 
prepare for our future.  We aren’t there yet; but we know good things are 
coming.  We’ve made mistakes; we’ve dealt with heartache and we’ve 
cried tears of loss. And we remember that, but we look to the hope—the 
hope that is Christ Jesus, the King.  

 So we prepare our hearts—our wilderness. We make straight in the 
desert of our lives a highway for the love of God to flow through us to our 
family, our friends, and our community.  We lift up the low valleys to God in 
prayer and supplication and watch in awe as He lowers the mountains and 
hills.  He smooths the  uneven ground and the rough places of our hearts 
as we seek to walk side by side with Him.  

 As a church, our cry in Advent is from the words of a hymn written in 
the 1700s.  Come, Thou long-expected Jesus!! 

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free. 
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s Strength and Consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art; 

Dear Desire of every nation, Joy of every longing heart. 

Born Thy people to deliver, Born a Child and yet a King. 
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By Thine own eternal Spirit, Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all-sufficient merit, Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

 

Text: Charles Wesley 
Music: Rowland H. Prichard, arranged by Robert Harkness 
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 Here is the updated 
graph of income and ex-
penses through 
11/30/2020.  Please know 
that we are being very care-
ful with our finances and 
only the necessities are be-
ing purchased.   

 Keep our church in your 
prayers that we will continue 
to be able to pay our way for 
the things required of us. 

 Stewardship letters and pledge cards were mailed the week of Thanksgiving.  Hopefully, you have received yours.  
This Stewardship Campaign is extremely important this year.  Hopefully, we will be welcoming a new priest in 2021.   We need 
to expand the ministry of the church beyond our doors.  To do that, we need you and your financial support. 
· It’s a Spiritual Issue  

Stewardship is directly linked to our journey of discipleship. How we use our resources is primarily a spiritual issue, not a 
financial one.  The quality of that decision is determined by the spiritual condition of our heart.  

· Jesus Talked About It  
Jesus spoke openly about money and possessions. About two-thirds of the parables and about one in every ten verses in 
the Gospels address this very issue. As followers of Jesus, we should not be reluctant to talk about giving as an outward 
expression of our love for Christ.  

· It’s Not About the Budget  
In stewardship campaigns, it can be tempting to approach the financial needs of the church as if we were simply funding 
the budget. When Taking The Next Step, we acknowledge that living generously is an inseparable part of following Christ. 
God does not need our money; rather, we need to give it as an act of gratitude and trust.  

· It’s About Trust  
As we learn to trust God more and follow Christ’s teaching more faithfully, we learn to depend less on ourselves and more 
on God, relinquishing attitudes and habits that impede our relationship with God.  
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 It doesn’t seem possible that we are approaching the end of 2020.  Time 
has flown by even in our isolation imposed by the pandemic this year.  On 
November 29th, we began a new Church year and the beginning of Advent 
which means coming.  Advent is a time of searching and waiting.  We search 
and wait for many things but usually search and wait for things and people 
that don’t bring true and lasting fulfillment, joy, and peace.  I hope that we 
spend this season in prayer-filled hope for the gifts of God that will bring ful-
fillment.  I look forward to this new year since I believe that God has some 
great things in store for St. Peter and St. Paul.  I pray that you will have a 
new Vicar early this year, that you will return to full public worship, and that 
the parish will grow and thrive under the new Vicar. These gifts will bring a 
sense of fulfillment, joy, and peace to SPSP. 

 As I look back on 2020, I see some things that I wish could have been different.  I feel that we have lost 
something this year.  It seems that as a parish we have lost our sense of belonging and our sense of com-
munity.  Our inability to have full public worship and those all-important gatherings have significantly con-
tributed to this sense of loss.  We seem to somewhat forgotten our stewardship pledges during this year.  
There have been those who faithfully met their financial pledge to SPSP, but others have not been as suc-
cessful.  It seems that when we don’t attend church each week, we forget to contribute.  Some have been 
unable to fulfill their pledge of time and talent and that is understandable since we have been basically 
closed for much of the year.  For those of you who are behind on your pledge…please try to make it up be-
fore the end of the year so you will be able to take it as a tax deduction.  I don’t want to harp on money, but 
it is essential to our survival as a parish. 

 As you celebrate the season, please remember that we are not out of the pandemic woods by any 
stretch of the imagination.  I am appalled by the number of folks who have flocked to the air this Thanksgiv-
ing in defiance of CDC warnings.  Please consider scaling back on all celebrations and gatherings or even 
consider cancelling them for this year.  It is better to do without this year and to be able to celebrate next 
year than to never be able to celebrate.  Remember social distancing, hand washing, and face coverings.  
You recall our Texan slogan about seatbelts…”Click it or ticket!”  A friend suggested that the nation adopt 
the slogan “Mask it or casket!”  You may feel that all these “restrictions” violate your rights, but we all have 
the right to live.  In order to have that right we must protect others from the virus that we might be carrying.  
Remember you could have been exposed to the virus, have contracted the virus, been tested, and still show 
as negative because the test was done very early in the incubation period before you would show as posi-
tive.  So protect the other guy!  Wear your mask, wash your hands, social distance when possible, and con-
sider just staying home. 

 Enough…it is time for me to get off of my soapbox. We will not be having our annual Christmas concert 
this year because of the pandemic.  I will be taking another week of vacation in December and will be offi-
cially gone December 16-22.  

I wish each of you a truly merry Christmas and a joyful and happy New Year! Christmas Eve at SPSP 
will be held at 6:00 pm with carols before the service. I hope to see you then! 

       Fr. Mike 
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